Coronary artery bypass two years after orthotopic heart transplantation: a case report.
Complete occlusion of the left anterior descending and right coronary arteries developed in a 58-year-old man 2 years after orthotopic heart transplantation. Because of his progressive shortness of breath, reversible myocardial ischemia, and decreasing ejection fraction, aortocoronary bypass was recommended. The operation was performed without complications, and his postoperative ejection fraction improved by more than 58%. In the past, when coronary artery disease developed in cardiac allografts, another transplant procedure was the only treatment option. Because of the limited donor hearts available today, new strategies are necessary for the treatment of cardiac allograft atherosclerosis.